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ABSTRACT

This study aimed at ivestigating the nature of
performance of normal and diagnostic Bahrainian groups on a
revised version of the WISC-R. The analysis was carried with
respect to total, verbal, and performance scores of the

scale.

Before using the WISC~R in the Bahraini envirement, few
modifications were used on the Jordanian version to make it

more appropriate to Bahraini individuals.

The diagnostic groups were: emotionally disturbed,
mentally retarded, and epileptic patients. The normal groups
that were comparable to the diagnostic groups were taken from
among students in Bahraini schools. The chosen smaple

consisted of 17 emotionally disturbed, 20 epileptic patients,

20 mentally retarded, and 57 normals. Normals match
diagnostic individuals with respect to age, sex, and
locality.

Raw scores were transformed into standard scores with a
mean of (10) and a standard deviation of (3), exactly in the
case of the Jordanian version of the test which was the one
used. A total, verbal, and performance scores were found for

each examinee.
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The results showed significant differences between
normals and emotionlly disturbed groups with respect to
verbal, performance, and total scores, where the normals were
higher in all cases. This, in the opinion ¢f the researcher
ma} be due to asnxiety and hyperectivity which they showed.
- The same findings apply to the mentally retarded group. As

for the epileptic group, such differences were not existent.

Comparing scores on the two sides of the scale
(performance & verbal), the results showed that performance
scores were always higher than the verbal scores for all
groups, either normal or diagnostic. This finding makes the

scale of no value as a diagnostic tool, as was expected.

To determine the subtests that have the powper to
discriminate between the diagnostic and the normal groups,
the researcher utilized the discriminant analysis method for
this ﬁﬁrpose, and the analysis showed that: for the mentally
retarded group, the discriminating subtests were!
(Arithmetic, object Assembly, Mazes, digit Span)}. But as for
the other two diagnostic groups all subtests were unable to

discriminate.

The researcher believes that his results should be taken
with caution, and that his study to be repeated with the use
of a larger sample, because some of his results were

contredictory with, well known studies in this field.
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